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of the proceedings was fined a gold mark for each
day of delay, a fine that was not remitted unless the
causes for his default were found on scrutiny to be in
every way sufficient.

" On their arrival at the meeting place, the deputies
\vere received in state by some member of the local
municipal council, and were offered the wine of
honour. The conferences began about seven or eight
in the morning, and lasted till one or two in the
afternoon. One of the burgomasters of Liibeck was
usually made president. At the first meeting he
would thank the members present for having come,
and these would reply to him in courteous terms.
Then when all their credentials had been examined,
and the excuses of the absent sifted, the diet would
proceed to the business in hand. This business was
heavy and varied, covering the external and internal
policy of the League, the needful moneys to be raised,
the state of the various foreign factories. Even private
quarrels between merchants were heard here in appeal.
The diet decided on peace and war, sent despatches
to foreign kings and princes; threatened, warned,
exhorted, those who had failed to fulfil treaty obliga-
tions. Such was its power that it rarely failed to
make its voice heard, and a threat indited by the
city of Liibeck was not put quietly into the waste-
paper basket by the northern courts. These missives
were sealed with the seal of the city in which the diet
was sitting at the time. Just as in their buildings,
their guildhalls, and their towers, our forefathers knew
how to express a quaint conceit, so also in a simple
seal they understood how to express symbolically a